bridget grace marian ledger hill

west amesbury hoiuse

amesbury wilts

father major genberal wph hill

manor house boondesbury and westonbirt school cert

15 aug 1941 killed 15 mar 42.

left 4905/18/4 intestate

licence 17141

solo hours 78 total 110

gypsy moth, taylorcraft, piper cub

mf ogilvie forbes 12 sep 1939

I hereby certify that miss bridget hill has carried out 108 hours flying of which 78 have been solo. during her training as a pilot she has shown very good progress, and as a cross-country piot i would place her as above average.

h=she has learned quickly and has displayed remarkable common sense in the matter of estimating the weather in the interests of safety.

while flying here she started an instructors course and although this was not completed she gave evidence of ability as an instructor.

17 oct 1939

regret to inform/you that we are not considering employing lady pilots in the ATA at the moment. In any case the minimum solo flying experience requred is 250 hours. we are filing /your letter however and if in the future the osition should change we would get in touch with you.

i am writing to know if you have any sort of flyingjob to offer me. i had almost completed my instructors course during which i did some blind flying. this was interrupted by the outbreak of war. 

i do hope you can find some /use for me as i adore flying and have spent everything on my t4raining as an instructor.

may 25th 1940 she wrote again

she had her test on 19 jun 1940 but...

10 dec 1940

dear miss gower

there has been so much in the newspapers of the expansion of the ata that i have decided to risk bothering you again by writing to know if there is any hope for me.

i am more than aware what a mess i made of my test but i think/the stringest nerves could hardly help being affected by waiting from 10 to 5 with so much at stake!

14 dec still no, need 150 hours.

10 mar 41

i am answering the appeal made on the wire3less this evening by lord londonderry to members of the civial air guard and holders of a licences.

hoping that there is some chance of my being able to be of service.

try another test n 2 april

one is bound to be a bit rusty not having flown for so long

tested by 1st off cunnison - quite good, but would/ need some further training

driving a mobile canteen

nothing for you yet 29 may

please report 15 july for 15 aug. delighted. miss farrer adjutant

she tells me she is a baha'i but would be satisfied with any form of christian burial!

shaping very well indeed. an intelligent, hard-workign pilot. expected to do well.

hit bungalow when returning to land after bad weathe3r 12.20pm

bridford church nr salisbury.

she 'was a very keen pilot and set an excellent example of enthusiasm and reliability. she had the makings of an excellent ferry pilot and her general character was of the higghest order. pauline gower

my dear miss gower. i must write and tell you once again how happy in and proud of her corps bridget was. it was all one great adventure for her and her purpose in life was to make it qa succeess.

dear miss gower i feel i want to write to you about our darling bridget. she used to talk to me about you with the deepest admiration and she knew your trouble and her heart went out to you though you may not have known it.

the man who sttod next to me at her graveside would/ have been her husband and it is so sqad to think that they were deprived of that gr3eat happiness.

I wouldnt have had ny darling in any other service... it was a wonderful life and she was so supre3mely happy.

buried bridford church

